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Brennan captures city life and country roots on
Anywhere But Here
John Gillis

      T ake a country  boy  with  a ro ck  `nÕ ro ll  heart  and
set  him  down  fo r  20  years  or  mo re  in  the  big  cit y  of
Toro nto ,  and  you  might  get  a  glimpse  of  whe re
In verne ss  singe r-songwrite r  Micha el  Brenna n  is
coming fro m o n his la te st a lbum, A nywhe re  But H ere .

Brenna n sure  kno ws ho w to  ge t y our a tte ntio n o n
the  title  tr ack with its ta le o f a  do wn- on- his- luck,
hard- wo rking ma n ha ving tro uble  adjusting to  the
consta ntly cha nging e conomic time s. It Õs a  so ng tha t
Springste en co uld be  pro ud o f a nd o ne tha t ma ny
people  to day ca n re late  to .

While  so ngs such a s Get O utta  This Town,
Anywhe re  But H ere  and S tubbo rn a re  to ugh,
no -nonsense  ta les about the  ha rd life , B renna nÕs
Gro w O ld With M e wo uldnÕt e ven se em o ut o f pla ce in

a we dding ce remo ny a nd Ev erything H as Cha nge d e xpre sses a  so fte r side  as we ll.
Anywhe re  But H ere  is B renna nÕs se cond so lo re cording fe aturing o rigina l ma te ria l a nd pro bably

the  one tha t co me s clo ser to  re pre senting his ro ots tha n his pre vio us re lease, Ca utio us M an, which
feature d Toro nto  pro duce r Cha d Irschick ( Rankin F amily/ Matt M ingle wo od/ Ron H yne s)  a t the  he lm. It
te nde d to  ha ve a  smo othe r a nd po lishe d so und tha n the  la te st disc.

Produce d b y Da vid T ravers- Smith, A nywhe re  But H ere  a lso  fe ature s the  musicia nship o f ma ny o f
Toro nto Õs fine st musicia ns such a s Kevin B re it ( Norah Jo nes and H arry M anx)  on e verything with
strings, guita rist S te ve Briggs, Jo hn Dymo nd o n ba ss, S te ve Da wso n o n pe dal ste el a nd G ary Cr aig
on drums.

Brenna n is no  str ange r to  Toro nto Õs club sce ne and Ca nadaÕs fo lk circuit. H eÕs be en fe ature d a t
the  Maripo sa Festiv al, the  Winte rfo lk F estiv al o n the  Da nfo rth, a nd ha s pe rfo rme d in ma ny Ea st
Coast M usic A ward sho wca ses as we ll in re cent y ears.

Brenna n ha s o fte n be en co mpa red to  Texas so ngwrite rs lik e Jimmie  Da le Gilmo re , S te ve Earle
and the  la te  Towne s Van Z ant. G et O utta  This Town is ce rta inly re minisce nt o f S te ve Earle . B renna n
even clo ses his ne w CD with a  lo vely tribute  cover o f Van Z ant Õs No  Place To Fall.

Anywhe re  But H ere  is B renna nÕs mo st a mbitio us pro je ct to  da te , finding him with a  ba nd a nd a
gro up o f ta lente d studio  musicia ns tha t kno w se em to  intuitiv ely kno w ho w find the  gro ove while
accompa nying him a nd bringing o ut the  be st in his ma te ria l.

Brenna n o fte n include s a  mini- to ur o f No va Scotia  v enue s o n his a nnua l summe r v acatio ns ho me
to  his In verne ss co tta ge with his fa mily . T hose gigs o fte n se e him pla ying with frie nds such a s
guita rists M ike Tuffo rd, S te ve Briggs o r B renna nÕs y ounge r bro the r, T im B renna n ( Joel Pla skett
Eme rge ncy/ Dave Marsh) .

ÒIÕve a lre ady be en ge tting a  fa ir bit o f a irpla y ( with Ca utio us M an)  in Euro pe, prima rily in the
Nethe rla nds, but a lso  in B elgium, F rance , Ita ly, G erma ny a nd S weden. T hereÕs an a ma zing ne two rk
the re  de dica te d to  a ll fo rms o f A me rica na Music, Ó says B renna n. ÒIÕm v ery ha ppy with A nywhe re  But
Here . I think a  lo t o f it is gre at, but o f co urse , IÕm a  bit bia sed,Ó he jo kes.

In T oro nto , B renna n fro nts the  ro ckinÕ co untry , ro ots a nd ro cka billy ba nd, the  Wayw ard A nge ls.
HeÕs a lso  be en a  Sunda y ma tine e fixture  on the  Toro nto  club sce ne a t G raffitiÕs Bar.

Anywhe re  But H ere  sho uld no w be  availa ble  in ma ny sto res thro ugho ut In verne ss Co unt y if
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youÕd lik e to  che ck it o ut.
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