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Brennan captures city life and country roots on
Anywhere But Here

John Gillis

T ake a country boy with a rock ‘nOroll heart and
set him down for 20 years or more in the big city of
Toronto, and you might get a glimpse of where
Inverness singer-songwrite r Michael Brennan is
coming fro mon his la testalbum, A nywhe re But H ere.

Brennan sure knows howto getyourattentonon
the title track withitsta le ofa down- on- his- luck,
hard- working ma n having tro uble adjustingto the

: consta ntly cha nging e conomic time s. It @ a song tha t
“michael brennan .| Springste en could be proudofandone thatma ny

gy where buthre | people todaycanre late to.

While songs sucha s GetOutta This Town,
Anywhe re But H ere and S tubbo rn a re to ugh,
no-nonsense tales aboutthe hard life , Brennan®
Grow Old With M e wouldn&x e ven seem o ut o f pla ce in
a we dding ce remony and Ev erything H as Changed e xpre sses a softer side as well.

Anywhe re But H ere is B rennan@ second so lo re cording fe aturing o rigina | ma terial and pro bably
the one thatcomes closerto representing hisro otstha n his pre vious re lease, Cautio us M an, which
feature d Toronto pro ducer Chad Irschick ( Rankin F amily/ Matt M ingle wood/ Ron Hyne s) atthe helm. It
tended to have a smo other and po lishe d sound tha nthe latestdisc.

Produce d by Da vid T ravers- Smith, A nywhe re But H ere also fe ature s the musicia nshipo fmanyof
Toronto @ fine st musicia ns such a s Kevin B reit ( Norah Jones and Harry M anx) on e verything with
strings, guita rist S teve Briggs, Jo hn Dymo nd o n ba ss, Steve Dawson on pe dal ste el and G ary Cr aig
on drums.

Brennanis no strangerto Toronto ® club sce ne and Canada® fo lk circuit. H e® be en fe ature d at
the Maripo sa Festiv al, the Winte rfo Ik Festival on the Danforth, a nd ha s performe din ma ny East
Coast M usic A ward sho wcases aswellinre centy ears.

Brennan has oftenbe encomparedto Texas songwrite rs lik e Jimmie Dale Gilmo re, Steve Earle
and the late Townes Van Zant. G et Outta This Town is ce rtainly re minisce nto f Steve Earle. Brennan
even clo ses hisne w CD witha lovely tribute cover ofVan Zant® No Place To Fall.

Anywhe re But H ere is B rennan@® mo st a mbitio us pro jectto date, finding himwitha bandanda
group o fta lente d studio musicia ns tha t kno w se emto intuitiv ely kno w ho w find the gro ove while
accompa nying hima nd bringing o utthe bestinhisma terial.

Brennan o fte n include s a mini- tour o f Nova Scotia venue s on his a nnua | summe r v acatio ns ho me
to his In verne ss cotta ge with his fa mily . Those gigs o fte n se e him pla ying with frie nds sucha s
guita rists M ike Tuffo rd, S teve Briggs o r Brennan@® younge r bro the r, Tim B rennan ( Joel Plaskett
Emerge ncy/ Dave Marsh) .

Olfe alre ady be en ge tting a fair bit o fairplay (with Ca utio us Man) in Euro pe, prima rily in the
Nethe rlands, but a Iso in B elgium, F rance, Ita ly, Germany and Sweden. T here® an amazing ne two rk
the re dedicated to all fo rms o f Americana Music, O says Brennan. OlGn v ery ha ppy with A nywhe re But
Here.lthinka lotofitisgre at, buto fcourse,|Gma bitbia sed,O hejo kes.

In Toronto, Brennan fro nts the ro ckinOcountry , ro ots a nd ro ckabilly ba nd, the Wayward A ngels.
He® also been a Sunday ma tine e fixture onthe Toronto club sce ne at G raffitiCs Bar.

Anywhe re But H ere sho uld no w be available in ma ny sto res thro ugho ut In verne ss County if
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you@ lik e to checkito ut.
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